This month we welcomed our postgraduate students of 2021 who took part in our virtual
Graduation Ceremonies. We hope it went some way to recreating the usual experience of
graduating with fellow students. I am delighted to welcome our new alumni and look forward to
seeing many of you again as soon as we are able.
I have continuously been impressed with the resilience both staff and students have shown over
the last year. Many have taken part in essential research and teaching sessions on-campus,
whilst adhering to COVID-19 guidelines, ensuring the safety of everybody on campus.
Staff from across UCL, including the Faculty of Life Sciences, continue to support the global
fight against COVID-19, and provide valuable research and resources.
We were delighted to hear that UCL have been ranked as one of the top ten universities in the
World in the QS World University Rankings 2022. Both Life Sciences and Medicine, and
Pharmacy and Pharmacology remain in the top ten for their specific subject areas (QS World
University Rankings 2021), highlighting the commitment to teaching and research from our staff.
We’re also celebrating some of our alumni: a graduate from the School of Pharmacy has been
included in The Pharmaceutical Journal’s ‘Women to Watch’ list.
Research has also continued in a wide range of areas within the Faculty. In this latest issue you
can find out about tracing the vertebrate origins of humans and whether we’re more closely
related to starfish or insects, as well as a genetic treatment that has extended the lifespan of a
fruit fly and targets Alzheimer’s damage.
We were very saddened to hear of the passing of Professor Ursula Mittwoch. Ursula joined UCL
in 1947 as a PhD student and remained at UCL throughout her career. Upon retiring she would
visit the campus regularly and engage in scholarly discussions with both staff and students.
If you are using Twitter, do follow us on
@UCLLifeSciences for lively and engaging
content, and to keep in touch with what is
happening here at UCL.
We hope that we’ll have the opportunity to
welcome you back on campus soon.
Professor Geraint Rees
Dean, UCL Faculty of Life Sciences

COVID-19 research at UCL

In the Faculty of Life Sciences our experts are taking a prominent role in advancing public
knowledge about COVID-19 by advising world leaders, providing expert comment in the
media and urgently researching new ways of tackling the virus.
From vaccine development to rapid testing, our COVID-19 work involves researchers from
multiple disciplines across UCL.
Read about UCL's research into COVID-19 >>

Genetic treatment extends fruit fly lifespan and prevents
Alzheimer’s damage

A recent study co-led by Dr Ekin Bolukbasi, UCL Institute of Health Ageing, Research
Department of Genetics, Evolution and Environment (Division of Biosciences) has found that
modifying brain cell activity can extend the lifespan of fruit flies while also preventing the
damage characteristic of Alzheimer’s disease.
Read about this study into preventing Alzheimer’s disease >>

Research News

Tropical paper wasps babysit for
neighbours

Could playing host to parasitic worms
help healthy ageing?

New research by Professor Seirian Sumner,
Research Department of Genetics, Evolution
and Environment (Division of Biosciences)
and a team of biologists from the universities
of Bristol and Exeter have discovered that
wasps provide crucial support to their
extended families by babysitting at
neighbouring nests.

Parasitic worms could hold the key to living
longer and free of chronic disease, according
to research by Professor David Gems,
Institute of Healthy Ageing, Research
Department of Genetics, Evolution
and Environment (Division
of Biosciences) and Bruce Zhang, BSc
student.

Read about this wasp study >>

Read more about this study >>

Foods grown in warm climates could be doing the most damage
to wildlife

A recent study by Dr Tim Newbold, Adrienne Etard, Gonzalo Albaladejo Robles and
Jessica J Williams, all from the Research Department of Genetics, Evolution and
Environment (Division of Biosciences) has found that food produced in tropical and
Mediterranean regions come at a higher cost to biodiversity than that grown elsewhere.
Read the full article here >>

News and views
UCL’s Faculty of Life Sciences continues to grab headlines, collect awards and explore the
strange and marvellous – as well as pioneering research to improve the world we live in and the
lives we lead. Below are just some of the highlights…

UCL named as one of the world’s best universities to study
UCL has climbed from tenth to eighth place in the 2022 QS World University Rankings – the
world’s most consulted university ranking.
UCL President & Provost, Dr Michael Spence, said: “I’m delighted to see this recognition of the
talent and hard work of UCL’s incredible community of staff and students. Their commitment to
addressing the most pressing challenges facing the world by collaborating across borders and
disciplines, even during these difficult times, is remarkable.”
In March, UCL was also named as one of the world’s top universities for the study of 43
subjects, according to the subject specific QS World University Rankings 2021.
Overall, UCL has nine subject areas ranked in the global top 10, including Life Sciences and
Medicine (10th) and Pharmacy and Pharmacology (7th).
Read about the QS World University Rankings here >>

Meet the Experts
The Faculty of Life Sciences is a dynamic environment with a diverse body of expertise across
the life sciences. Find out about our academic's research and teaching interests, their journeys
to UCL, and much more.
In the picture - Professor Tim Blackburn, Research Department of Genetics, Evolution
and Environment (Division of Biosciences) (left) - Professor Ahad Rahim, Research Department
of Pharmacology (School of Pharmacy) (right).
Meet the experts >>

Are we more closely related to starfish or insects?
How humans evolved from the very first animals over the last 600 million years is an endlessly
fascinating question. Two academics from the Research Department of Genetics, Evolution and
Environment (Division of Biosciences), Professor Max Telford and Dr Paschalia Kapli, have been
analysing the difficulties of tracing the vertebrate origins of humans, and say the long held view
that vertebrates are closely related to echinoderms such as starfish may be misplaced.
Read more about this study >>

UCL researchers find that age-related
diseases can be linked by genetics
Professor Dame Linda Partridge, Research
Department of Genetics, Evolution &
Environment (Division of Biosciences) and
colleagues have published a paper in Nature
Aging that explains their novel approach to
provide the first data-driven classification of
multiple diseases obtained using human
genetic and medical data freely available from
the UK Biobank.

Pharmaceutical Journal has
recognised UCL alumna as one of their
twelve Women to Watch
Priyanka Mehta (UCL School of
Pharmacy 2016) co-founded a start-up generic
pharmaceutical company, AMPM Pharma,
with her sister, Ambika Mehta and has worked
to raise awareness of her profession, and
assist candidates in their journey to qualifying.
Read the full article here >>

Read the full article here >>

Tribute to former Professor Ursula
Mittwoch

UCL academic appointed to UK’s
Climate Change Committee

We are saddened to learn of the passing of
Professor Ursula Mittwoch.

Professor Kate Jones, Professor of Ecology
and Biodiversity in the Research Department
of Genetics, Evolution and Environment
(Division of Biosciences) will be providing
governments with independent, expert advice
on preparing for and adapting to climate
change as part of her role on the Adaptation
Committee of the Climate Change Committee.

Ursula started her research career at UCL in
1947 as a PhD student working on fungal
genetics and remained at UCL throughout her
42 year research career, publishing nearly 200
papers, including a number of single author
Nature papers before retiring in 1989. Her
scientific interests were focussed on the
mechanism of sex determination, the nature of
the sex chromosomes, X-inactivation and
gonad differentiation.
Read the full tribute to Ursula Mittwoch >>

Professor Jones is one of the academic leads
for UCL East, UCL's new interdisciplinary
campus opening on Queen Elizabeth Olympic
Park in 2022.
Read more about this story >>

Keep in touch!
We are on-hand to embrace and celebrate your life after UCL Faculty of Life Sciences. So do
share your stories and what you are up to with us on UCL Bentham Connect!
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