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Dear Fellow Alumni,

I am writing this first introduction to our program of 
events as your new Chair of the UCL London Alumni 
Organising Team. I am pleased and proud to accept this 
role and after many years of enjoying events organised 
by the Team I am now in a position to pay back. Firstly 
though I must pay the highest tribute to my predecessor 
Janet Kitchen who has left us with an admirable legacy 
and who was dragged back to the coal face even after a 
well-earned retirement. We must all wish her well in a far-
flung part of the country where she is just out of reach but 
happy in a new life.

I have some challenges ahead of me and one of these is 
to increase the numbers attending our events and what 
better way can we achieve this than by presenting to you 
our upcoming program. This ranges from guided walks to 
a classical concert, opera, a choral recital at Westminster 
Abbey and a private tour of Fitzrovia Chapel. One of 
our ever popular walks is to be led by our very popular 
Stephen Senior, himself an alumnus as a post-graduate of 
the Bartlett School and so a real expert in architectural 
history. I personally remember attending concerts over 
20 years ago where Anne-Sophie Mutter was the soloist 
and wild horses won’t stop me from hearing an incredible 
virtuoso performance again. There is something for 
everyone here, indeed more than one. What could be 
easier – tick a few boxes, send off a single payment and 
hey-presto emails come winging their way to you with the 
final meet-up details. 

We are very lucky to be alumni of one of the largest and 
highest standing universities in the world. This gives us 
status when it comes to booking events and you can all 
benefit from this, although large numbers also can help. 
Please hunt me out at one of our many events where I will 
be attending and give me your thoughts about the future 
of your alumni group. I look forward to meeting you and 
helping you to get the most out of our Team.  

With all good wishes,

Dennis Wilmot 
(Psychology 1983)

Theatre: Noises Off

Wine Tasting

Kew National Archives

Musical Theatre: Legally Blonde

Talk at Royal Geographical Soc

LPO at RFH

Talk: UCL Brain Sciences

Purcell Choir: Westminster Abbey

UC Opera: Orpheus & Eurydice

Fitzrovia Chapel private tour 

Walk: Southbank Architecture

Walk: Roman Londinium

Walk: Chelsea Riverside

Walk: Literary Bloomsbury II 

Armourers & Brasiers

UCL Alumni London  
Group Events,   
July – December 2019

Contact 

John McKenzie (Administrator), 
51 Clifford Road, Barnet, Herts 
EN5 5PD (j.mckenzie@ucl.ac.uk)



‘Noises Off’  
at the Garrick Theatre
Saturday 4 January, at 2.30 pm

PRIME-MOVER

Ian Senior (Economics 1974)

UCL Alumni London  
Group Events,   
July – December 2019

Wine Tasting  
– From its origin to terroir  
to modern day myths 
Thursday 23 January, at 12 noon

PRIME-MOVER

Dennis Wilmot (Psychology 1983)

This revival of the side-splitting comedy by 
Michael Frayn is not to be missed.  It is the 
chaos of a show in rehearsal seen from both 
sides of the curtain.  If you saw the original 
production, chances are you’ll want to see it 
again.  If you missed it first time round, see it 
this time.  

We have best stalls seats and after the show there 
will be wine and nibbles in a private room where 
we hope, as usual, to meet some members of the 
cast.

£50

Cut-off date is Wednesday 11 December 2019.

Maximum number 30

Our leader is UCL Professor Kathleen Burk, 
Cellarmistress of the UCL Professors Dining 
Club. She is co-author of the book ‘Is this bottle 
corked? – the secret life of wine.’

We will taste some of the wines of France from 
different regions and different grapes to both 
enjoy and appreciate their differences. Com-
paring wines is arguably the best way to see 
and taste these differences, so as examples of 
red wines, we will taste a Cabernet Sauvignon 
from Bordeaux, a Pinot Noir from Burgundy, a 

Syrah from the Rhone, a Cabernet Franc from 
the Loire and a Gamay from Beaujolais. For the 
whites, we will likely taste a Chardonnay from 
Burgundy, a Riesling from Alsace and a Petit 
Manseng from Jurançon. Snacks and cheeses are 
included. 

£25

Maximum number 15



Behind the scenes  
at Kew National Archives
Wednesday 19 February at 11.00 am

PRIME-MOVER

Jane Bowden-Dan (History of Science 2000)

 

UCL Musical Theatre 
Society: ‘Legally Blonde’
Thursday 20 February at 7.30 pm

PRIME-MOVER 
Ian Senior (Economics 1974)

Take the chance to go ‘Behind the Scenes’ 
at The National Archives, Kew, and see the 
amazing storage repositories.  

In a visit lasting an hour-and-a half, our Guide 
from TNA will explain the layout and use of 
the iconic buildings, and show us, hopefully, 
some specially retrieved records pertaining to 
Jeremy Bentham and the foundation of UCL.

£17 

Maximum number 15

Following Broadway, this lively and  
enjoyable American musical ran in the  
West End and gathered several awards  
including best new musical.  

It is the story of Elle, a pretty student who 
follows her boyfriend to Harvard to study law 
and ultimately wins him although she is held  
to be too blonde! The original production 

featured a small dog which, regretfully, will 
not appear in the Students’ Union UCL 
production.  Otherwise be prepared for  
a feel-good show and admire the amazing  
talent that Students’ Union UCL  
productions always reveal.

£15 

Maximum number 30



Talk at the RGS: ‘Icons 
of exploration’
Friday 6 March, at 2.30 pm

PRIME-MOVER 
Maggie Smith (Geography 1970)

Mutter Plays  
Beethoven at the  
Royal Festival Hall
Wednesday 11 March at 7.30 pm

PRIME-MOVER 
Janet Kitchen (French 1964)

The Royal Geographical Society in Kensington 
has connections with explorers – past and 
present.  The talk being offered considers 
explorers and exploration, with a particular 
focus on Antarctica, Everest, Arabia and Easter 
Island.  The talk will take place in the Society’s 
Reading Room and will last about 45 minutes, 
with time afterwards to ask questions and to 
look at the accompanying displays. 

Disabled access to the Reading Room is 
available.

£7

Maximum number 25

An outstanding evening of music-making 
in prospect as the renowned violinist and 
interpreter of Beethoven, Anne-Sophie 
Mutter, is joined by two fellow world-class 
instrumentalists, Khatia Buniatishvili (piano) 
and Pablo Ferrandez (cello) to perform 
Beethoven’s Triple Concerto.

Conductor Robin Ticciati follows this 
exceptional treat with a second half performance 
of Mahler’s youthful First Symphony known as 

the “Titan”, which opens in the silent dawn of 
time and ends with the orchestra rising to their 
feet.  

Meet before the concert for an early evening 
meal at Italian restaurant, Azzurro, who kindly 
extend their special lunch-time meal deal for our 
benefit (not included in the ticket price)

£36

Maximum number 30



Brain Sciences: benefitting 
patients; Multiple  
Sclerosis as a model
Thursday 19 March, at 6.30 pm

PRIME-MOVER 
John Gregory (Chemistry 1959)

A Magical Evening at 
Westminster Abbey with 
the Purcell Club
Saturday 21 March, at 6.45 pm

PRIME-MOVER 
Jim Parkin (Chemistry 1959)

Professor Alan Thompson is Garfield Weston 
Professor of Clinical Neurology & Neuroreha-
bilitation and Dean of Brain Sciences, UCL. 
He has an international reputation for his work 
on multiple sclerosis (MS) and has received 
numerous honours and awards. In 2018 he 

received the Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the Consortium of MS Centres (CMSC) in 
the USA and was the first person from outside 
North America to be honoured in this way. He 
is also an honorary consultant neurologist at the 
National Hospital for Neurology and Neuro-
surgery, Queen Square.

Among many research achievements, Professor 
Thompson has carried out some of the first 
serial MRI studies of the natural history of indi-
vidual disease groups in MS, demonstrating the 
value of MRI in monitoring the disease process; 
developed protocols used internationally for the 
use of MRI in assessing the effectiveness of new 
treatments; and identified the unique character-
istics of the primary progressive MS group. He 
now chairs the Scientific Steering Committee of 
the International Progressive MS Alliance.

Alan Thompson has recently been appointed as 
UCL’s Pro Vice-Provost for London and there 
may be time for him to give a short account of 
the new UCL London Framework
£15 

Maximum number 50

The Purcell Club is a male voice choir based on 
past choristers of the Abbey.  The speaker will 
welcome visitors and describe the history of the 
Abbey in some detail, moving from one location 
to the next, and at various points the choir will 
sing suitable music from the 16th to the 21st 
centuries. Each part of the Abbey will be lit 
appropriately with the rest in darkness. At the 
end of the tour, a short piece will be played by 

one of the Abbey organists to demonstrate the 
magnificent organ. Finally, at the tomb of the 
unknown warrior, the choir will sing a piece of 
suitable solemnity as the lights dim. The evening 
concludes at approximately 9.15 pm.

£46

Maximum number 50



Fitzrovia Chapel private 
tour
Tuesday 14 April at 11.00 am

PRIME-MOVER 
John Bonham

 

University College Opera returns with a new 
production of Haydn’s last opera (also titled 
L’anima del filosofo). 

This production follows UC Opera’s tradition 
of staging less-known operas using professionals 
for the leading roles supported by large cho-
ruses of students with a full orchestra, also of 
students.  Before the show we usually combine 
with Friends of UC Opera for a talk about the 
show.

£25 

Maximum number 30

The Fitzrovia Chapel is situated in Pearson 
Square, in the centre of the Fitzroy Place 
development bordered by Mortimer Street, 
Cleveland Street, Nassau Street and Riding 
House Street in Fitzrovia, London. It was 
originally part of the now demolished 
Middlesex Hospital, built in 1891 by John 
Loughborough Pearson, and completed in 1929 
by his son Frank Loughborough Pearson after 
the rest of the hospital was demolished and 

rebuilt around the chapel. The chapel is a Grade 
II* listed building. Historic England describes 
the style as ‘Italian Gothic’. All the internal 
surfaces are decorated, with much use of 
polychrome marbles and mosaics. The mosaics 
were completed by Maurice Richard Josey in the 
1930s, assisted by his son John L. Josey.

£12 

Maximum number 35

UC Opera: ‘Orpheus & 
Eurydice’ by Haydn 
Monday 23 March at 7.30 pm

PRIME-MOVER 
Ian Senior (Economics 1974)



Walk – Southbank  
Architecture from  
St Paul’s to Westminster 
Palace
Thursday 23 April, at 11.00 am to 1.30pm

PRIME-MOVER 
Dennis Wilmot (Psychology 1983)

Our guide is Stephen Senior, the popular leader 
of our walk to Battersea Power Station earlier 
this year.  He is an architectural historian and 
conservation advisor living and working in 
London, and a graduate of the Bartlett School of 
Architecture. 

We meet at St Paul’s Cathedral, then after a brief 
introduction cross the Millennium Bridge. We 
look at Tate Modern, the newish extension and 
adjacent Neo Bankside development, then head 
west along Southwark Street towards Blackfriars 
Bridge looking at new developments along the 
way. Arriving near Coin Street and Oxo tower, 
we consider social housing in that area and 
clashes between big businesses and housing 
cooperations. On to the National Theatre, 
Southbank Centre and Royal Festival Hall and 
consider post-WW2 history of the area.

Crossing Hungerford footbridge to 
Embankment, we walk to Westminster along the 
river and finish by looking at Portcullis House 
and its impact on the Palace of Westminster.

£20 

Maximum number 25



Exploring Roman London
Friday 15 May at 10.30 am

PRIME-MOVER 
Kate Wickson (Classics 1972)

In this walking tour we will be looking at 
what evidence there is of the thriving city that 
was Londinium - the birthplace of today’s 
London. We shall look at the remains of ancient 
pavements, a bathhouse and the Mithraeum (a 
temple to the god Mithras). We hope also to see 
where the basilica stood and the remains of the 
amphitheatre, beneath Guildhall.

We will meet at the wall near Tower Hill tube, 
and progress toward the Billingsgate bathhouse, 
where we will have a private tour, then on to 
the London Mithraeum. We will finish at 

the impressive remains of a Roman Tower on 
London Wall, near Moorgate. The Bathhouse 
site is only accessible by steps, no lift, and we 
need to keep to a schedule as there are two pre-
booked tours in this event. Comfort and coffee 
stops are built into the programme.

Quetta Kaye (Institute of Archaeology 1994) 
will lead our tour with assistance from Kate.

£22 

Maximum number 25

This walk, led by Caroline MacMillan, starts 
at Sloane Square and will take us past the 
magnificent Royal Hospital, home to the 
Chelsea Pensioners, to quiet streets where 
famous artists painted masterpieces in their 
studios and so to the riverside where busy traffic 
now rushes along the Embankment built by 
Sir Joseph Bazalgette.  The walk then follows 
quieter streets to Old Church Street, which was 
once the heart of the former village of Chelsea.  
After lunch (at cost) in a local pub, Caroline 
will guide us back to Sloane Square along the 
King’s Road.

£16 

Maximum number 25

Walk: Chelsea riverside
Tuesday 19 May at 11.00 am

PRIME-MOVER 
Dennis Wilmot (Psychology 1983)



Walk: Literary Bloomsbury 
– Part II 
Saturday 6 June at 11.00 am to 1.30pm

PRIME-MOVER 
Jim Parkin (Chemistry 1959)

Worshipful Company of 
Armourers & Brasiers
Tuesday 23 June at 11.30 am

PRIME-MOVER 
John Bonham

Michael King has another Bloomsbury walk 
up his sleeve, which is quite distinct from the 
one that he gave in 2019. We will see further 
fascinating connections to literary and cultural 
figures in Bloomsbury. Along with more 
Bloomsbury Group links, and a host of other 
interesting sites, there is the home of J M Barrie. 
The house where Charles Dickens lived is now 
a museum. There are many cultural links at the 
Foundling Hospital and the accompanying 
Coram Fields. We will see where two very 
different Williams, Emlyn and Kenneth, lived. 
Finally we will see the house where feminist 
literary pioneers, Vera  Brittain and Winifred 
Holtby briefly lived. The walk is mainly on the 
flat.

£14 

Maximum number 25

The Worshipful Company of Armourers and 
Brasiers is one of the Livery Companies of the 
City of London. The Armourers’ Guild was 
established in 1322; it received a Royal Charter 
in 1453. Other Companies, including the 
Armour Repairers, merged with the Armourers. 
In 1708, Brass Workers joined the Company, 
which was renamed as the Armourers’ and 
Brasiers’ Company. The Company does support 
the metallurgy industry, but does not retain 
a close association with its original trade, as is 
the case with a majority of Livery Companies. 
It exists primarily as a charitable establishment. 
The Hall was one of the few to escape 
destruction in the Great Fire of London in 
1666. In 1795 the Hall was enlarged, but it was 
decided in 1839 to rebuild it completely. The 
lantern, or dome, of the Livery Hall was added 
in 1872. On 29th December 1940, during a 
major blitz on London, the surrounding area 
was devastated, but again the Hall survived. 

£22

Maximum number 25



UCL Alumni London Group  
– payments by BACS

After our brochure of events is issued, we 
wait two weeks for ticket requests to arrive, 
then if necessary run a ballot.  Please wait 
to be informed of your allocation: this will 
show the total amount owed, to be paid by 
BACS.

BACS payments should be made to Sort 
Code 56-00-31 and account 69861137.

Annual £15 or £10 subscriptions can be 
paid on their own in a similar way, or may 
be included with ticket payments in a 
single total payment. 

We cannot normally make a refund for unwanted 
tickets unless we can fill your place from a 
waiting list.  The number of places for most 
events is limited: we allow two weeks for 
requests to arrive by post, and then if an event is 
oversubscribed its tickets are allocated by ballot 
(then 2 tickets maximum). Dinner cancellations 
before 27th November will be refunded subject 
to an administrative charge of £5 per head.

Travel assistance

Are you put off attending some events 
because of the difficulty of getting there? 
Alternatively, do you often drive to an event 
with a couple of spare seats 
in the car?  
Please tick if applicable –

I am usually willing to offer 1 or 2 
seats when driving to an event 

I would be grateful for travel 
assistance when going to an event

Prime-movers

The Organising Team consists of the 
Officers, the Administrator and a variable 
number of ‘prime-movers’. These are 
people who take responsibility for 
organising (but not administering) events 
of their choice, guided and supported by 
the Team. Prime-movers attend monthly 
meetings at UCL which last about 60 - 90 
minutes. They plan the events, prepare 
simple budgets, and ensure that the events 
happen. The Administrator and the Alumni 
Office provide support.  If you would like 
to become a prime-mover, either for a 
particular event that you have in mind, or 
for one suggested by the Team, please 
let us know. The Team is an enthusiastic 
group, which is why its members find it 
enjoyable as well as making a worthwhile 
contribution to UCL. Please give a brief 
description of a proposed event, or any 
other comments you may wish to make 
about the London Group -

Data Protection

The new General Data Protection 
Regulation came into force in May 
2018.  The personal details that we hold 
about you are securely stored within our 
administrative database and are not shared 
with any other organisation. They are 
used solely for the purposes of collecting 
annual subscriptions, letting you know 
about our programme of events and 
processing your applications for tickets 
and your attendance at London Group 
events. We take the annual renewal of your 
subscription and your application to attend 
events as evidence of your consent to the 
use of your data for these purposes so you 
do not need to take any further action to 
confirm this.



Ticket Application Form
   Ticket Number Tickets 
   price required cost

1 Theatre: Noises Off Sat 4 Jan £50 

2 Wine Tasting Thur 23 Jan £25  

3 Kew National Archives Wed 19 Feb £17 

4 Musical Theatre: Legally Blonde Thur 20 Feb £15  

5 Talk at Royal Geographical Soc Fri 6 Mar £7  

6 LPO at RFH Wed 11 Mar £36  

7 Talk: UCL Brain Sciences Thur 19 Mar £15 

8 Purcell Choir: Westminster Abbey Sat 21 Mar £46 

9 UC Opera: Orpheus & Eurydice Mon 23 Mar £25 

10 Fitzrovia Chapel private tour  Tue 14 Apr £12 

11 Walk: Southbank Architecture Thur 23 Apr £20 

12 Walk: Roman Londinium Fri 15 May £22  

13 Walk: Chelsea Riverside Tue 19 May £16 

14 Walk: Literary Bloomsbury II  Sat 6  Jun £14 

15 Armourers & Brasiers Tue 23 Jun £22 

 Subscription £15 (waged) or £10? Due: 1 July

          Total cost  £ 

 

Payments by BACS are welcome: use sort code 
56-00-31 and account 69861137, but please 
wait for confirmation of the amount owed before 
making your payment.

If paying by cheque, please make cheques 
payable to ‘UCL Alumni London Group’ – 
either one signed blank cheque (with upper limit) 
for us to fill in according to your allocation,
or one cheque for each requested event (only to 
be presented if you are allocated tickets). 

Payment method:   BACS          Cheque 

From 
 
Postcode 
 
Email

Return to: John McKenzie 
 51 Clifford Road 
 Barnet 
 Herts  EN5 5PD     
 j.mckenzie@ucl.ac.uk   


